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Abstracts 

Angela SCHOTTENHAMMER, Introductory Remarks:  
What Is the “Indo-Pacific” 

Since 2011, the term “Indo-Pacific” is being used more and more frequently in 
the global strategic and geo-political discourse. Although the term is not abso-
lutely new, it has recently received increasing popularity, above all among US, 
Australian, and Japanese officials and politicians. The introduction briefly dis-
cusses the actual meaning and implication of the recent usage of this term and 
introduces the articles of this special volume. 
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Ubaldo IACCARINO, “The Centre of a Circle”: Manila’s Trade  
with East Asia and Southeast Asia at the Turn of the Sixteenth Century 

The commercial role of Manila made it a place of encounter for people from 
very different cultures worldwide. Writing in the late 1610s, the Spanish cos-
mographer and arbitrista Hernando de los Ríos Coronel (c. 1559–1624) indi-
cated Manila as the “centre of a circle” whose circumference included China, 
Japan, Indochina and insular India. Due to its favourable geographical position 
– as well as to political and economic factors – Manila created its wealth thanks 
to the commerce of such overseas merchants as the Chinese “Sangleys” from 
Fujian, the Portuguese shipowners of Macao and Nagasaki, the Japanese dai-
myō of Kyūshū, as well as traders from Borneo, Siam and Cambodia. Ubaldo 
Iaccarino investigates foreign trade in the Philippines at the beginning of the 
seventeenth century, ulphur g the exchange of silver, gold, silks and cottons, 
porcelains, ulphur and quicksilver – as well as wax, honey, deer skins, turtles, 
etc., with the aim of clarifying the role of Manila as an entrepôt situated between 
the Americas, the East and Southeast Asia. 
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Omri BASSEWITCH FRENKEL, Conquistadores or Merchants?  
Spanish Plans for the Conquest of China, 1565–1586 

During the process of the Spanish colonization of the Philippines we can ob-
serve a shift from a colonization concentrating on land control to one focused 
on trade, a shift that created various social tensions and disappointments. Con-
trary to Spanish expectations, spices or precious metals were not abundant in 
the Philippines. In addition, the geographical dispersion and social organization 
of the local population made it hard to control. In this sub-chapter, Omri 
Bassewitch Frenkel argues that the Spanish plans for the invasion of China may 
have arisen out of Spanish society’s inability to adapt itself to the conditions of 
the Philippine Islands, and its failure to adopt new ideals of prestige and models 
of status. 
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CHENG Wei-chung ( ), The Dutch Deserter Hugo Rozijn  
and his Activities in East Asian Waters during the Ming-Qing Transition 

This contribution shifts to Taiwan as another crossroad of human encounter. 
In 1662, Taiwan was taken over from its former ruler, the VOC (Dutch East 
India Company), by the Chinese warlord Zheng Chenggong  (1624–
1662). One of the deserters during the siege of the Dutch castle Zeelandia on 
Taiwan, Hugo Rozijn, survived under the Zheng regime, for more than twenty-
one years. He established a family and was hired as a translator and medical 
practitioner. Later when the Zheng regime fell to the Manchu attack in 1683, 
Hugo Rozijn was released and returned to Batavia as a ship’s surgeon. He then 
served on the VOC’s ship again, applying his knowledge in local languages and 
herbs, sailing from Batavia to Japan, China and the coast of Bengal in the 1690s. 
His interesting life story is introduced here in detail. 
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LEE Chi-lin ( ), The Development of Shipbuilding  
during the Qing Dynasty  

Lee Chi-lin eventually sheds more light on an interesting special case, Qing 
dynasty (1644–1911) shipbuilding. This case is particularly interesting, because 
the Qing are generally conceived as not having been interested in maritime 
space, consequently absolutely neglecting areas, such as shipbuilding. Lee Chi-
lin concentrates on the eighteenth century, that is, on a time when China had 
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supposedly already retreated from the seas. He introduces various types of ships 
and analyses the politics according to which the Manchus established their 
shipyards. The chapter also pays particular attention to the construction of 
warships. 
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Wim DE WINTER, Dining with the Daimyō:  
Performative Intercultural Exchange and Border Thinking  
through Seventeenth Century European-Japanese Banquets 

Wim De Winter looks at cultural interactions between Europeans and Japa-
nese in seventeenth-century Japan. This sub-chapter provides vivid examples of 
encounters between Europeans and Japanese, discusses the crucial role of specif-
ic ceremonies and symbolic behaviour – banquets as tokens of hospitality were, 
for example, part and parcel of such intercultural encounters – and various 
visions of the “Others”. 
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Fabricio A. FONSECA, The Chinese Initiative for a Twenty-first Century 
Maritime Silk Road: Opportunities and Challenges for Latin America 

The inclusion of leaders from Latin America in the Belt and Road Forum for 
International Cooperation, on May 2017, and the admission of some Latin 
American countries as prospective non-regional members of the Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank, demonstrate the Chinese government’s intention to 
look at the region as a natural extension of the Twenty-first Century Maritime 
Silk Road. This paper analyzes the implications for Latin America derived from 
the possible expansion of the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), taking also 
into consideration the evolution of the initiative, some of the motivations be-
hind it, and its gradual institutionalization. A brief historical analysis is also in 
place to demonstrate the potential of transformation offered by China, after 
centuries of bilateral trade being carried mainly through the intermediation of 
Western powers. Despite offering important opportunities for economic coop-
eration and growth, the expansion of the new maritime silk road into the region 
still needs to address different challenges at all levels and has considerable room 
for improvement. 
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