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Abstracts

Hans VAN Ess, “The Ethos of the Envoy and his Treatment
by the Enemy in Han History”

The Shiji by Sima Qian is the first Chinese book of history from which
we can learn something about the practice of sending out envoys to non-
Han states in early China. This article will take a look at several passages
that describe what functions envoys fulfilled in interstate relations be-
tween the Han and its neighbours. It will also deal with more subtle ques-
tions of diplomacy, 1. e. the view that the Han had of presents, tribute
and trade. It is interesting to see that as early as in the Shiji we find that
the feeling of Han superiority expresses itself by the beginnings of the
establishment of a system of tribute that others had to bring to Chang’an.
Yet, the article will also show that in the relationship with a foreign
power that was equally strong as Han China, namely the Xiongnu, bad
treatment of envoys and breaking agreements on behalf of the Han was
seen as a reason for war on behalf of the enemy.
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Evelyn S. RAWSKY, “Beyond National History: Seeking the Ethnic
in China’s History”

Scholars who study the history of conquest regimes in China are con-
fronted with primary and secondary materials that impose a Sino-centric
perspective on events and institutions that is of long standing. On the one
hand, this perspective is rooted in the fact that the earliest historical ac-
counts of many non-Han peoples living in or on the peripheries of the
Chinese-speaking world were written in Chinese, and Chinese political and
cultural models exerted a profound influence on the Khitan, Tangut,
Jurchen and Mongol empires that during the tenth to fourteenth centuries
challenged or conquered Chinese states.
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This essay examines another aspect of Sino-centrism, namely the ways in
which the needs of building a nation-state shaped the writing of “national
history.” Importation into Asia of a European historical framework shaped
the creation of the university curriculum and set off a search for primordial
origins as historians attempted to write a seamless narrative of the territory
within the boundaries of the modern nation. Contemporary inter-state
disputes over ownership of ancient kingdoms are one consequence of na-
tional history. Regional and world history frameworks are raised as an
intellectual antidote to the problems produced by national history.
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Pamela Kyle CROSSLEY, “The Dayi juemi In kX %% %% and the
Lost Yongzheng Philosophy of Identity”

This long essay written in the name of the Yongzheng Emperor responded
to essentialist challenges originating with Lii Liuliang and is reflected in the
writings of Zeng Jing, discovered in 1727. The emperor intended his re-
sponse to become integrated with examination preparation. In essence the
work was a continuation of the early Qing universalism, which proposed
that the Manchus and their allies within the empire had undergone a proc-
ess of perfection through education and self-examination, and as such were
the proper protectors of civilization. In this Kangxi-Yongzheng style of
universalism, civilization was the absolute and cultural or genealogical par-
ticulars were all relative. The essentialistic cosmology of Lii Liuliang, which
derived from a late Ming anthropology of moral evolution, which cast
certain peoples - including the Jurchen/Manchus — as irremediably bar-
baric, was the particular target of the emperor’s argument. Cheng-Chu
legitimations of rulership and custodianship over tradition, as well as basic
theories on the transformative power of education, were employed to ex-
coriate the hua/yi (Chinese/barbarian) distinctions that Lii claimed were
rooted in material as well as cosmological processes. Ironically, the Day:
juemi lu was destroyed and its planned incorporation into the examination
syllabus was vacated by the Qianlong Emperor, on the apparent grounds
that the constructions of civilization as absolute and culture as relative were
intolerable to the new emperor, whose cultural absolutism - while different
in meaning from Lu Liuliang - established essentializing history, law and
ethical discourse as the new fundaments of imperial universalism in the
eighteenth century.
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Veronika VEIT, “The Trilingual ‘T'ables and Biographies’ of 1795
as a Source for the History of the Mongols”

The Manjurian Qing, the last dynasty to rule over the Chinese Empire,
was a foreign one, of Central Asian origin. In the long history of
China’s dynastic reigns it must be regarded as unique in several respects
- three of which will be of relevance in connection with the paper pre-
sented here: 1) It was during Qing rule that China reached its greatest
territorial expansion in history, up to the present day. 2) It was the
Qing who, for the first time, ruled a truly multi-national Empire, with
three official languages in use - Chinese, Manju and Mongol. 3) It was
the Qing whose original archival documents were mostly preserved
along with the official historiographical works - unlike in other dynas-
ties where these were habitually destroyed after the compilation of the
official histories.

The Qing reached their apogee during the reign of the Qianlong Emperor,
a fact that this ruler wished to commemorate through a number of meas-
ures. One of the most far-reaching, perhaps, was to be the special recording
of the merits of the leaders of the so-called “Outer Territories”, 1. e., the
dependencies, of the Empire, of which the realm of the Mongols was,
perhaps, the most important. The result, a monumental work in 120 juan
each in the three official languages - Chinese, Manju and Mongol - was
intended to serve as a testimony to the exemplary loyalty of those hon-
oured by a biography. Its title reads: Qinding waifan Menggu Huibu wang-
gong biaozhuan / R INFEFRAIRENEAE / Jarliy-iyar toytayaysan
yadayadu muji-yin mongyol qotong ayimay-un wang ging-id-iin iledkel
Ssastir / Hesei toktobuba sirame banjibuha tulergi goloimonggo hoise aiman 1
wang gung sai ulabun - Tables and biographies of the princes of the Mongol
and Turkic Outer Districts, compiled by Imperial Order.

The proposed paper intends to deal with preliminary answers to two of
the principal questions based on the material provided by the source
mentioned above - 1) Regarding facts: The remarkably complete and
consistent network of politically relevant members of the Mongolian



124 Abstracts

aristocracy, as to their family connections and their “res gestae” on be-
half of the Qing. 2) Regarding method: An insight into the Chinese
official historiography’s compiling process by exemplifying it through
some Mongol “case histories”.
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